
COLLEGE ACCESS RESOURCES 
FOR UNDERSERVED 

STUDENTS



COLLEGE ACCESS 
CHALLENGE GRANT

• Grant Implementation led by The 
University System of Georgia on 
behalf of the Governor’s Office.

• Grant Partners Include:
1. Technical College System of Georgia

2. Georgia Department  of Education

3. Georgia Student Finance Commission

4. Georgia Partnership for Excellence in 
Education

5. Communities in Schools of Georgia

6. Southern Regional Education Board



CACG GOALS

1) To increase the number of underrepresented 
students who    graduate from Georgia high 
schools ready, supported and motivated to go 
into postsecondary education.

2) To increase the number of underrepresented 
students enrolled and persisting in 
postsecondary education.

3) To increase the college degree attainment of 
low-income adults with some college credits 
but no degree. 



COUNSELOR 
TRAINING MODULES

• The College Access: Creating a 
College-Going Culture Modules
were developed to provide high 
quality, online professional 
learning for certified middle grade 
and high school counselors and 
postsecondary enrollment 
professionals.  

• For more information, please visit
http://ceps.georgiasouthern.edu/
conted/collegeaccess.html.

http://ceps.georgiasouthern.edu/conted/collegeaccess.html


Module 1

 Introduction

 Advocacy/Creating a college-going culture

 Communicating with diverse populations

Module 2

 Career Planning

 Academic Planning

 College Choice

Module 3

 Financial Literacy

 Financial Aid

 Admissions Tests

 Application Process

Strategies for Counselors in 
College and Career Advising



 Understand barriers that cause students to 

disengage and strategies to mitigate them

 Begin career awareness early

 Use career interests and personal aptitudes to 

foster academic engagement

 Help students develop an academic plan and 

make a smooth transition to high school

 Help students understand college choices and 

the college application process

Module IV: College and Career 
Advising for the Middle Grades



COUNSELOR TRAINING 
MODULES

Register Online Now for January
• Registration fee reimbursed after 

completion of each module ($100).

• Stipend of $500 awarded to participant for 
completion of all three modules.



• The Georgia Apply to College program has the goal of 
providing all Georgia high school seniors with the 
opportunity to apply to college using GAcollege411.org.

• Check with your local schools to confirm your 
participation.

• For more information, please visit 
http://www.usg.edu/apply-to-college,  email 
gacw@usg.edu or call 404-962-3110.

http://gacollege411.org/
http://www.usg.edu/apply-to-college
mailto:gacw@usg.edu


• The   College Access Challenge Grant has provided resources 
to enhance GAcollege411. The site offers the following:

• Career Planning

• High School Planning

• College Planning

• Financial Aid Planning

• Financial Literacy – LIFE SENSE

• Resume Builder

• SAT PREP

• Info for Adult Learners and Military

• For more information or to schedule a GACollege411 
presentation or training for your staff or students, please visit 
www.GACollege411.org or email clientservices@gsfc.org. 

http://www.gacollege411.org/
mailto:clientservices@gsfc.org


• The   College Access Challenge Grant has provided resources 
to assist Georgia Student  Finance Commission’s completion of  
Financial Aid and FAFSA Events and College Goal Georgia 
Events. 

• (Bottom right)

• For more information or to schedule a financial aid  
presentation, please visit www.GACollege411.org or email 
clientservices@gsfc.org. 

http://www.gacollege411.org/
mailto:clientservices@gsfc.org


COLLEGE GOAL GEORGIA
• Part of the national College Goal Sunday 

initiative, is sponsored by the Georgia 
Student Finance Commission (GSFC)

• FREE event where volunteers help students 
and families who need assistance in 
completing their FAFSA, with a particular 
focus on helping low-income, first-
generation families.

• Learn more at http://collegegoalga.com/.

http://www.gsfc.org/gsfcnew/index.cfm


ENCOURAGE FAFSA COMPLETION

• Attend or Host College Goal Georgia event

• Host your own Financial Aid event

• Conduct a Financial Aid workshop at your local high school

• FLOTUS FAFSA completion and Near Peer Reach Higher 
Commencement Challenges



COLLEGE DECISION/SIGNING DAY!!
WHAT IS IT?
• A day/event to celebrate students’ success 

and commitment to postsecondary 
education 

• Encourages awareness among younger 
students 

• Encourages early return of “Intent to Enroll” 
and deposits for college

• Hosted by high school
• Inspired by NCAA’s Signing Day



COLLEGE DECISION/SIGNING DAY!!
WHY?

• Recognize ALL seniors for postsecondary 
plans 

• Supports best match & fit 

• Encourage & remind students to make a 
decision 

• Influences younger students 

• Supports college-going culture 

• Wrap up school year with a celebration

• It’s fun! 



COLLEGE DECISION/SIGNING DAY!!

WHAT’S NEEDED FROM INSTITUTIONS?

• Send a representative (Admissions, 
Registrar, Mascot, President, etc.) to 
welcome  your incoming freshmen class 
and scholarship recipients

• Bring a scholarship check if students are 
receiving a big scholarship from  your 
institution

• SWAG for your future students to wear 
and door prizes



College Credit 
Now

16



Benefits of College Credit Now

• Increased high school completion

• Expanded course offerings

• Jump start on college completion

• College preparedness – smoother transition

• Less remediation

• Job skill acquisition

• Increased wages

• Savings in college costs



COLLEGE TEXTBOOK 
GRANTS

Book Grants to dual enrollment students in Early College, Move on When 
Ready, and GED Dual Enrollment programs are available to fund college 
textbook costs not covered through Georgia’s dual enrollment funding.

Schools with low income students currently enrolled in these programs can 
contact the appropriate program directors: Early College – Dawn Cooper 
(dawn.cooper@usg.edu), Hope Grant/MOWR – Dianne Lassai Barker 
(dbarker@tcsg.edu) and GED Dual Enrollment – Carla DeBose
(CDeBose@tcsg.edu) for more information.

mailto:dawn.cooper@usg.edu
mailto:scaldwell@tcsg.edu
mailto:CDeBose@tcsg.edu
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.rockingfacts.com/images/College-subject-textbook-search.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.rockingfacts.com/college-subject-textbook-search/&h=296&w=262&sz=13&tbnid=H9uOncfmM3dk1M:&tbnh=92&tbnw=81&prev=/search?q=COLLEGE+TEXTBOOK+IMAGES&tbm=isch&tbo=u&zoom=1&q=COLLEGE+TEXTBOOK+IMAGES&docid=BkekFqmXOdozHM&hl=en&sa=X&ei=yR-nTremB8ihtwfBwfEW&ved=0CHwQ9QEwBw&dur=2290


NEAR PEER 
PROGRAM

• The Near Peer Program provides college coaches/mentors for “high-need” 
high school students to help ensure they receive the services needed to 
successfully apply to and enroll in a postsecondary institution. 

• For more information on this strategy, please email dawn.cooper@usg.edu.
• The following USG institutions have Near Peer Programs

• Georgia Regents University-
Augusta  

• Atlanta Metropolitan College-
Atlanta

• University of North Georgia -
Gainesville 

• Dalton State College-Dalton
• University of Georgia-Athens
• Fort Valley State University –

Fort Valley
• Georgia Tech - Atlanta

• Albany State University - Albany
• Georgia Southwestern State 

University - Americus

mailto:sheila.jones@usg.edu


• The Georgia Transfer Articulation Portal will provide a 
one stop portal where students can find information on 
how to transfer and articulate courses and credits 
within and between the University System of Georgia 
and Technical College System of Georgia. 

• The portal will contain the information institutions 
have about which courses articulate between 
institutions and make that information transparent to 
students.  

• For more information, email 
daphene.blackmon@usg.edu.



• The CACG Public Awareness Campaign supports 
all grant strategies by providing tools to promote 
the availability of resources. 

• Materials that have been developed include but 
are not limited to logos, videos, banners, flyers, 
buttons and billboards. 

• To view college access videos, please visit 
http://vimeo.com/7597084. To order any other 
free materials to support CACG strategies or for 
more information on these materials, please 
email collegeaccessitems@usg.edu.

http://vimeo.com/7597084
mailto:collegeaccessitems@usg.edu






COMMUNITY 
ENGAGEMENT 

EVENTS

• The Community Engagement Strategy is promoting 
the importance of a postsecondary education 
among underrepresented persons throughout the 
state through robust community events.  This 
strategy enables community groups to assist local 
educators and students by providing resources and 
information  and sponsoring events. For more 
information on community engagement events, 
please contact creynolds@cisgeorgia.org.



COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT PARTNERS 

• CIS of Atlanta-NEW PARTNER 

• (CIS) Douglas County Performance Learning Center 

• Center for Pan Asian and Community Services 

• CIS of Marietta/Cobb County 

• CIS of Milledgeville/Baldwin County

• CIS of Laurens County

• Family Connection of Washington County & CIS 



MOTIVATIONAL MODULES
• The Motivational Modules, are a comprehensive 

resource containing critical messages that schools and 
communities can instill in the minds of PreK through 12th

grade college bound students and parents regarding the 
accessibility and importance of college and careers.

• For more information and training on how to use the 
modules 
http://www.gsfc.org/main/publishing/volunteer_resourc
e/index.cfm.



Children need a positive attitude 
toward school.

Show them that you 
think learning is 
important.

Frequently share your 
dream of their going to 
college.

Photograph licensed from Getty Images, Inc. 



File now; smile later.

• Create a filing system to keep 
track of important documents 
such as:

• Medical, dental, and shot 
(immunization) records

• Health and car insurance 
information

• Financial aid documents

• Create a personal portfolio 
with copies of:

• Writing samples and 
projects

• Resumés and cover 
letters

• Letters of 
recommendation Photograph licensed from Getty Images, Inc. 



• Not the Financial Aid Term

• “College Intending” students who’ve been accepted but fail to 
attend college in the fall

• Melt Rate: 10-40% of students each year

• Mostly low and moderate-income students or lower academic 
achievement

• Low income students have much higher “melt” rates

SUMMER MELT FOR 
UNDERSERVED STUDENTS



SUMMER MELT FOR 
UNDERSERVED STUDENTS

• Signing on to the College Portal

• Tuition Bill

• Health Insurance

• Housing Applications

• Financial Aid Forms

• Orientation Invitation

• Placement Exams Info



Use School Partnerships

• Provide aggregate reports on the total number of students 
from that district or school who paid a deposit vs. the total 
number that enroll so they will know the percent “melting.”

• Call, text or meet with “college-intending” students over the 
summer to avoid missing key summer benchmarks

• Near-Peer Mentor Intervention: Utilize currently enrolled 
students/mentors for outreach over summer.

• Utilize Social Media and You tube videos encouraging students 
to complete key tasks over the summer

• Conduct Engaging Summer Bridge Programs



SUMMER BRIDGE PROGRAMS



Postsecondary Institutions

• Increase Retention and Graduation Rates

• Increase Diversity

Why Summer Bridge?



Students

Better Prepared to Succeed

• Academically

• Socially

• Professionally

Why Summer Bridge?



• Two Week Program

• Freshmen interested in STEM 
majors

• Eligible for $300 Stipend

• Free Housing and Meal Plan

University of West Georgia
Uwise Summer Bridge Program 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=b7RykQv8DDYb7M&tbnid=Aqxd7goOBhJSXM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.westga.edu/ucmassets/news/3786.php&ei=m4VnUtD7LtDw2gXz14CoAw&bvm=bv.55123115,d.b2I&psig=AFQjCNHUUCy05FlkVsLgmUokS2U_oomATw&ust=1382596111851256


• Out-performed non-Bridge students in 
MATH 1634, CHEM 1212, BIOL 1107, BIOL 
1108, and BIOL 2107

• Statistically Significant increase in mean pre-
test and post-test scores 

• 34% of students have increased interest in 
STEM major

Uwise Summer Bridge Program 
Evaluation

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=ma_zCm884U3l1M&tbnid=X3QKgFgiJ8crEM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.westga.edu/ucmassets/news/3762.php&ei=omxnUqDxEqfg2QWL5YDYAQ&bvm=bv.55123115,d.b2I&psig=AFQjCNHUUCy05FlkVsLgmUokS2U_oomATw&ust=1382596111851256


• Individualized study skills and 
learning-style assessments 

• Academic Skills Workshops

• Peer Mentoring

• Introduction to key faculty and 
staff 

Georgia State University
Summer Success Academy 



• Faculty Mentor

• Student Success Course

• Learning Communities in English & 
Math

• Tutoring

• 12 Guaranteed Apartment Housing 
spots for the Fall

East Georgia State College
Summer Jump Start Academy



• STEM Research Projects

• Three Week Program in it’s 
eighth year

• Funded by NSF

• Present research findings at 
Statewide LSAMPS Conference

Georgia Perimeter College
STEM Summer Bridge Program

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=TcRsiUo1wZmr4M&tbnid=jRujiYg34mJFxM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://intheloop.gpc.edu/2013/07/photoworthy-gpc-news-in-pictures/&ei=9GxnUoi1DcbE2gWlyYCYDA&bvm=bv.55123115,d.b2I&psig=AFQjCNHUUCy05FlkVsLgmUokS2U_oomATw&ust=1382596111851256


www.cacg-georgia.org

http://www.cacg-georgia.org/


FOSTER CARE AND HOMELESS AND OTHER 
DISCONNECTED YOUTH RESOURCES

ORANGE DUFFEL BAG 
FOUNDATION

1-800-598-5150
Info@ODBF.org

WWW.ORANGEDUFFELBAGFOUNDATION.ORG

706 542-5062 office
dmeyers@fanning.uga.edu

www.fanning.uga.edu

UGA FANNING INSTITUTE

mailto:Info@ODBF.org
mailto:dmeyers@fanning.uga.edu
http://www.fanning.uga.edu/






Visit us on Social Media

• Facebook – CollegeAccess GA & University System of 
Georgia Early College Initiative

• Twitter - @CollegeAccessGA & GAEarlyCollege

• Pinterest – CollegeAccess GA

• Linked In – College Access Georgia



NEXT STEPS…



QUESTIONS?



Dawn Cooper

Director of College Readiness

University System of Georgia

Dawn.cooper@usg.edu

404-962-3123

CACG Public Awareness Materials:

CollegeAccessItems@usg.edu

mailto:Dawn.cooper@usg.edu

